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In 1921, Decatur was at a crossroads, and the Nation 
ǿŀǎ άƎǊŀǾŜƭȅ ƛƳǇŜǊƛƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ƻƳƛƴƻǳǎ ŘƻǿƴǘǳǊƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

many business institutions had been shaken by the 
ǘǊŜƳƻǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 

ςThe Kernel & The Bean 
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Yet, by 1922, there it was ς[ŀƪŜ 5ŜŎŀǘǳǊΧ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ 
recognized as an important civic asset, lending new 

ambience, beauty, and recreational activity to a prairie 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΧέ ςThe Kernel & The Bean 
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and ñsomething for the city 

fathers to shout aboutéò
ïThe Kernel & The Bean 



What makes a great community?
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Sense of Place, History, and Tradition

Parks and Open Space

Sound Economy

Great Schools

Environmental, Economic, and Social 
Sustainability
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